2019 Student Support Conference

The Outdoor Classroom
Friday 8th - Monday 11th March, 2019 - Yarra Valley
Experience 3 days of immersion and practical activities for children in Nature

Led by Bernard Graves, Pyrites Living and Learning with Nature (UK)
with master crafts people John Lawry, Artisan Pathways (NZ), Frances
Graves (UK), Adrienne Kneebone (AU) and John Elliot (AU)
Bernard Graves is an internationally renowned traditional craft practitioner combining
ancient and contemporary technologies. He facilitates Practical Skills Education in Schools
& Teacher Training courses throughout the UK and worldwide. www.pyrites.org

“Each child in every age brings something new into the world and it is
our task, as educators, to remove bodily and physical obstacles out of
the way; so that this Spirit may enter, in full freedom, into life.”
•

•
•

for all those working with children in Steiner schools as teachers, assistants,
learning support staff and allied health/therapy workers. Student teachers and
anyone interested in Steiner education are also welcome.
to deepen our understanding of Steiner pedagogy and child development in
relation to supporting children with extra needs
This conference focuses on student support and learning through the lens of
the outdoor classroom, through immersive practical experience and facilitated
reflections/sharings.

Registration from 3.30pm Friday
Conference fee (includes all materials, lunches and Friday dinner) $360
Little Yarra Steiner School, 205 Little Yarra Rd, Yarra Junction VIC
For information/registration, please contact Monique (03) 5967 1953
Email: conference@lyss.vic.edu.au

The Outdoor Classroom: Student Support Conference
REGISTRATION FORM
Little Yarra Steiner School
205 Little Yarra Road, Yarra Junction VIC
8 - 11 March 2019
Led by Bernard Graves, Pyrites Living and Learning with Nature (UK)
and John Lawry, Artisan Pathways (NZ)
Full Name:
Email:
Address:
Phone:
Emergency Contact and Details:
How did you find out about this conference?

Cost

(includes meals* and workshop materials) $360
*Inclusive Friday night dinner, Saturday to Monday lunch, morning and afternoon tea

Workshop preference:
Please choose one for the whole conference – see descriptions on following page
__ Bernard Graves: Ceramics: From Clay to Pot
__ Frances Graves: Wool and Textile: Fleece to Felt
__ John Lawry: Pit Forge and Blacksmithing
__ Adrienne Kneebone: Basketry work using native grasses
__ John Elliot: Whittling and Greenwood work

Direct Debit Payment Details
Account Name
BSB
Account No.
Description

Little Yarra Steiner School
633000
131415010
"Conference" followed by your surname and initial

Please email a copy of the bank receipt with the completed registration form to
accounts@lyss.vic.edu.au

WORKSHOP INFORMATION
Workshops

Tutors
Bernard Graves

Ceramics: From Clay to Pot

Bernard is a master traditional craft practitioner and tutor of children
and adults, facilitating workshops in practical skills and activities
combining ancient and contemporary technologies as a means to access
vital areas of experience and learning. He is currently engaged in writing
a craft book: Crafting - Practice, Experience & learning. Bernard is the
founder of Pyrites - Living & Learning with Nature - Practical Skills
Education in Schools and Teacher Training Courses in the UK and worldwide.

Frances Graves

John Lawry

Wool and Textile: Fleece to Felt
Being brought up on a farm fostered my practical side and I love making
things. I brought up four children and worked as a Steiner Kindergarten
teacher. I have taught some handwork classes in a Steiner School, and
after learning about felting and natural plant dyeing of fleece I have run
many adult workshops on felting and included some plant dyeing of
fleece.
Pit Forge and Blacksmithing
Artisan Pathways (NZ) is a celebration of the tradition of “making”. John
Lawry came and right from the start challenged us not to sit passively and
take notes but to be active and really attempt to make a connection to the
place we are in. What have we around us? What is the nature of this
place, right here, where we are? This is where we work. This is where we
teach. This is where we meet the children and help them to find out
about the world. John encouraged us to stop, to look, and to listen.

Adrienne Kneebone

Basketry work using native grasses

Adrienne spent 12 years in the Northern Territory mastering the craft of
weaving as well as working extensively with women from Western Arnhem
land. She shares skills, knowledge and storytelling and finds enjoyment in
the atmosphere of a weaving group. Her skills range from basket twining
to native grass cobbling through to bush toy making. She resides by the
Yarra river in East Warburton where she has adapted to weaving with the
local plant material. Her classes draw the creative spirit from participants.

John Elliot

Whittling and Greenwood work
John is a master woodwork craftsman with many years’ experience teaching
at Little Yarra Steiner School and Dandenong Ranges Steiner School in
Victoria. In between teaching, John has supported himself as a woodworker
making animals, blocks, climbing frames – suitable for Steiner schools and
families. In the preschool he devised simple, safe active woodworking for
young children and continues to do this in the Primary school.

When
Keynote Address

Friday 8th March at 4pm

Bernard Graves: Hands on Learning in the Digital Age
John Lawry: Experiential Learning: Its contemporary necessity

Conference Saturday 9 – Monday 11 March 2019
It's helpful if everyone arrives early, so we can start at 9am & make the most of our time together.

Daily Schedule
9 - 10.30am

Gathering, Daily Focus/Reflection and Walk

Morning tea

11 – 1.00pm

Workshop Morning Session

Lunch

2.00 - 5pm

Workshop Afternoon Session/ includes daily reflective activity as the

foundation for maintaining vitality in teaching practice

Accommodation
Organisation of accommodation is the responsibility of workshop participants.

Catering
Friday night dinner, Saturday to Monday: lunch and morning/afternoon tea will be provided.

What to Bring
Wear suitable clothing for working outdoors – closed toe shoes and wet weather gear advised.

Where
Little Yarra Steiner School
205 Little Yarra Road, Yarra Junction

The Outdoor Classroom
Hands on Learning through immersive and practical experiences in Nature
Friday 8-Mar
3.30pm- 7pm

Saturday 9-Mar
9am-5pm
Welcome to Country
Workshop introductions
(Meeting the materials &
Blessing of Hands)
Music Hall

09.00 – 09.30

Sunday 10-Mar
9am-5pm

Morning Circle: Echo/review of previous day
Music Hall

Guided on-site Walks

09.30 – 10.30

Clay workshop

10.30 – 11.00

Break
Workshop Session 1

11.00 – 13.00
13.00 – 14.00

Workshop Session 3

16.00 – 16.30

16.30 – 17.00

17.00 – 17.30

17.30 – 18.30
18.30 – 19.30

Workshop Session 5

Lunch
Plenary session: Observations/
Sharing of work made

14.00 – 15.30
15.30 – 16.00

Monday 11-Mar
9am-3.30pm

Registration

Opening Lectures:
Hands on Learning in the
Digital Age
Bernard Graves

Experiential Learning: It’s
contemporary necessity
John Lawry

Dinner
Activity: Clay Pinch Pots
with Bernard Graves

Workshop Session 4
Workshop Session 2
Q&A
with Bernard Graves
and John Lawry
in the Lecture Theatre
Optional Excursion
Bus Tour to local
area/environment

Workshops
1. Wool and Textile: Fleece to Felt with Frances Graves
2. Basketry work using native grasses with Adrienne Kneebone
3. Ceramics: From Clay to Pot with Bernard Graves
4. Pit Forge and Blacksmithing with John Lawry
5. Whittling and Greenwood work with John Elliot

